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THE BROADCAST STARTS// 


Vly we wile la beging noel 


SUN YORI 
FASHION 
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KOROKAWA AKANE 
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Ca av" 
MORIMOTO KENGD \ ae 
HIGH SCHOOLED VEAR «\'\\:\. 


BAND WEMBER) 


LOOK AT HOW 
PRETTY THEY ALL 
ARE, YOU CAN TELL 
IT'S A KABURAGI 
PRODUCTION. 





AH, THE \\ WR 
LAST ONE IS NWS \ aS 
ONII-CHAN. WY 


















HOSHINO AQUA 
~~ ACTOR, HIGH SCHOOL, IST VEAR 




















WHERE'S 
HIG USUAL 
DARKNESS AND 
BROODING ?? 





YOU'RE A 
CUTIE TOO, 
MEM-CHO. 


LOOK, I’M 


=f DIE IN BLUSHING... 
\\ A FIRE. 


HE'S : 
THE ONLY 
an TH MW] //A\ \ TIME HE'S EVER 
FEMALE /// \\\ CALLED ME CLITE 
ent ATTENTION \\ \\ WAS WHEN HE 
GO TO His. \ 
HAVE TO \ 
Teacn Him a HEAD... 
LESSON WHEN 
HE GETS 


























ONE WHO 


THOUGH 
IT UNDERSTAND 
YOUR ANGER FROM 
SEEING A GUY YOU'RE 
CLOSE TO ACTING ALL 
LOVEY-DOVEY WITH 
ANOTHER GIRL. 


DOESN'T ACT 
LIKE THIS, THE 
SHOW WOULD 
FALL APART, 
WOULDN'T 
IT? 


IMMEDIATELY 
BECOMES LIKE IN THE END, 
THIS WHEN HE ONII-CHAN IS 
SEES A FEMALE A MALE... 
THAT SEEMS 
LIKE AN EASY 
CATCH. 


TL NOTE: RUBY IS USING THE 'MALE" AND ‘FEMALE’ TERMS 
USED TO DESCRIBE ANIMALS INSTEAD OF PEOPLE. 

















HE'S THERE A {lh\\ \ \\ AQUA'S AN 
PRECISELY TO ACTOR TOO. 


ACT AS THIS 
KIND OF Guy. 


























CAST MEMBERS 
AND WILL CONFESS 
























fre suat A BECOME TO EACH 
RMA! LOVERS FOR = OTHER... 
7 ae REAL, WON'T 
WILL PROBABLY 7 






HAPPEN AS 
PART OF THE 
STORYLINE. 



















N\ \er” AND IF 
WELL, THATS Wy ‘| THE CONFES- 
NORMALLY I]}| sion succeens, 
THE CASE. THEY'LL KISS OR 
\i P SOMETHING, i 
2 p RIGHT? : \ 
fia ! 
BEES H 
a 
\ 
\ 
\ 
oN 
mi eoee 




















WD eos 




















fT ‘| way vp ve 
Z || AGREE... 























TO CAST IN 
THIS KIND OF 
SHOW... 





IT'S PART 
OF YOUR JOB 
TO SEPARATE 
IT FROM YOUR 

PRIVATE 


IF YOU 
CONTINUE TO HOLD 
ON TO THIS SENSE OF 
VIRTUE SO STUBBORNLY 
IN THIS INDUSTRY, YOU'LL 
BE IN FOR A HARD TIME 
IN THE FUTURE. 


AT SOME POINT, 
YOU'LL BE ASKED 
TO PERFORM A 
KISS SCENE. 





IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
CONTINUE 


TO BE AN 
ACTRESS... 








od \ 





rile 
SHARE WITH 
YOU ALL OF Al'S 
DEEP SECRETS 
THAT EVEN HER 
AGENCY DOESN'T 
KNOW ABOLIT. 


THE 
RELATIONSHIPS 
SHE HAD WITH 
OTHER MEN... 


INEORMATION, 
ABOLIT AL EROM 
PRODUCER 





FOR: 
NOW/L- HAVE, 


WILL SURELY 
CONTAIN HINTS 
MAL a 

WITH FINDING 

OUR FATHER. 


WE DON'T 
MIND IF EVERYONE 
GOES AROUND AND 
CONVERSES WITH 

EACH OTHER 


JUST BE : f FREELY. 
MINDFUL OF THE Z 
FIXED CAMERA 
ANGLES. 














CAMERAMAN 
APPROACHES 
you... 






REALITY 
DATING 
SHOWS 
HAVE BEEN 
AROUND 
FOR TWO 


AND THERE'S DECADES, 
A CONSIDERABLE 
AMOUNT OF KNOW- 
HOW ACCUMULATED 
OVER THE YEARS. 
























IT'LL BE 
GREAT IF YOU GUYS 
CAN SUMMARIZE THE 
CONVERSATION THAT 
YOU ARE HAVING AT 
THAT TIME, BUT NO 
PRESSURE. 















AN ACT- 
ING METHOD 
THAT RELIES ON 
THE REALISTIC 
INDIVIDUALITIES 
OF THE CAST, 


MAINTAINING 
AH IT'S THE ENTERTAIN- 
FINE LIKE THIS MENT VALUE OF 
FOR THE FIRST THE SHOW. 


EPISODE. 


EXCUSE ME 
DIRECTOR. 














T REALLY 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT WOULD 
BE GOOD TO 
TALK ABOUT. 





WELL, FROM 
THE NEXT EPISODE, 
IT'LL HELP US A LOT IF 
YOU CAN CLOSE THE 
DISTANCE UP WHEN 
YOU'RE TALKING. 
















THIS 
KIND OF 
SHOW REALLY 
DOESN'T HAVE 
A SCRIPT, 
DOES IT. 


TM TMD 
AND NOT THE 
TYPE WHO MAKES 
AN EFFORT TO ? 
I CAN WHETHER 
ALREADY STAND-OUT. THE DIREC- 
A TOR’S WORDS 


TELL THAT I'LL 
FADE INTO THE My ARE TAKEN 
AS ADVICE... 


BACKGROUND CONVERSA- 
HERE. TIONAL SKILLS 
AREN'T GREAT 


» ae 


SS 
WE aA ak 


THE MAIN 
FACE OF MY WHY DID 
SHE HOARDS AGENCY NEVER YOU ACCEPT 
ALL THE JOB TURNS DOWN A THIS JOB, 
OFFERS THAT MY JOB OFFER BY 
AGENCY RECEIVES PRINCIPLE. 
TO HERSELF. 


MY 
SCHEDULE 
IS PRETTY 

MUCH EMPTY 
THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR. 





SOMEHOW 
I WANTED TO 
STRUGGLE MY 
WAY OUT OF 


T HAVE 
NEVER FALLEN 
W LOVE UNTIL You caN 
SAY ITS A 
AND T GODSEND. 
NEVER HAD 
4 LOVER, 


wa 


ARE YOU NOT 4 I'M JUST A 
INTERESTED IN FIRST-YEAR IN 
ROMANCE? HIGH SCHOOL, 
YOU KNOW? 


you're HUGELY 

MISTAKEN IF YOU 

THINK EVERYONE ee 

IN SHOWBIZ HAS Aneel 

BEEN IN A RELA- ft 
TIONSHIP, 4 





I'VE 
BEEN DRAG- 
GING ALONG A 
PAST LOVE... 


NOW THAT 


I THINK OF IT, 
I'M NOT SURE IF 
T CAN CONSIDER 

THAT LOVE. 





THEN, T’LL 
HAVE TO GET 
OVER THIS. 


SOME- 
THING LIKE 
FALLING IN LOVE 
WITH YOUR 
TEACHER? 


DID You 
KNOW? THE 
COUPLE FROM 
THE PREVIOUS 
SEASON... 


I 
WAS ANXIOUS 
ABOUT WHETHER I DID AT 
THERE'LL BE ANY LEAST DO MY 
GOOD PEOPLE 
HERE, BUT... 





I'M SURE 
THIS SCENE 
WILL BE IN 
THE FINAL 

CUT, 





so 
THIS IS A 





AT 
THE END OF 
\\ THE DAY, I'M 
STILL YOUR 
) SISTER. 


ragie's YT 


THE PUREST 
OF THE LOT 
PROBABLY! 








About Reality Dating Shows (Not a sponsored post) 


25 7, short for 2 ¥ U +4 Reality Dating shows, is a somewhat (?) popular genre on AbemaTV, a 
Japanese online streaming service, something like Netflix. If watching riajuus acting all lovey-dovey with 
each other is your sigh then this is the place to be. 





The reality dating show that Aqua is in is (probably) a reference to this AbemaTV exclusive called 

SA. M@EILGY ELE (‘I've fallen in love today”). They have a similar premise, if not exactly the same, 
in which pretty-looking high school students are specially selected to interact and participate in events so 
as to try to get into a relationship with someone they met on the show. Some of those who don’t succeed 
at first even get a second chance by joining one of the following seasons afterwards. 


The first season aired in May 2017, and the current (30th) season is currently top of the Reality Dating 
Show rankings on Abema (Season 29 is 5th, Season 28 is 6th) so | guess it’s really popular? --oldpier 


BUS ORASYFLT 


wir EHT BIBV 
eee MH R-LATH 
ABEMR ATTA ABEMA tUYTR ABEMA TUYTR ABEMA TUYTR ABEMA BUSTA 





Links and References: 


1. Reality dating show section on Abema (requires Japan VPN): hitps://abema.tv/video/genre/reality 
2. SA. REISGY ELE on JA wikipedia. https://ja wikipedia.org/wik/S A. #F# (= UALE 

3. SA. BPRICGVELE (RAM) S Season 30 AbemaTV channel: https://abema.tv/video/title/90-144 1 
4. Their official youtube channel: 








PS: YUKI SUM GEST GIRL 

















AND HERE 
T AM DOING 
NOTHING... 



















EVEN IF GO AND 
YOU DO MANAGE STUDY IF 
TO MAKE ENOUGH YOU HAVE 
TO SUPPORT YOUR- NOTHING 
SELF, AN IDOL'S TO DO. 
CAREER IS A 
SHORT ONE. 













HOW DO YOU 
USUALLY SPEND 
YOUR TIME? 

















I'D SAY 
YOU'RE BETTER 
OFF MAKING AN 
EFFORT TO GET 
INTO COLLEGE 
INSTEAD. 





YOU WANT . 
ME TO SMACK fbi 
YOU ACROSS 
THE FACE? 


DON'T ROOKIE THERE REALLY 
iwors usuaLly Yih) A \\\ NOTHING FOR 
OR PERFORM AT i us TO DO? 
TRY TO LIVE HOUSES i y 
GET MEDIA k 


APPEAR- 
ANCES? 





f WE DON'T 
JUST... ONCE HE | 


WE NAME OUR- EVEN HAVE A 
STILL NEED SELVES IT'S DON'T HAVE 


] GROUP NAME, 
1 \ | LET ALONE 
TO We LIKE WE'RE A NAME YET \ 
THE ee tO DOING THIS 1S BECAUSE SONGS TO 
START CALLING FOR REAL. YOU'RE BEING 
MYSELF AN DIFFICULT! 


WHAT DO 
YOU EXPECT 
us TO DO? 


> YEUDE. ON 
) por vane! 





/ ; KANA, AN IDOL", 
/ WHAT'S SO HARD 
SUPPOSED TO 
EXPLAIN TO MY Wi, y |, \ ABOUT THaT? 
PARENTS THAT ; 
I'M A SELF-PRO- 
CLAIMED ID0L 
WITH NO ACTUAL 
EXPERIENCE?? 





EASIER FOR YOU 
IF YOU HAD SOME 
SORT OF EXPE- 
RIENCE? 





WELL THEN, 


LET'S GET 
YOU SOME. 





EVEN IF HAL \\\\ Hl | WHAT'S 
T'S SMALL IT} /|(UUA\\ \\\ \\\ WITH THAT TINY 
DOES ITS JOB | /\\) 7) “Ba | CAMERA. 
JUST FINE. 

































BACK THEN, 





















































THE LOWEST 
TIER OF IDOL 
WORK, WAS 
TO HAND OUT 
BUT NOW FLYERS... 
THE FUNDA- 
MENTALS HAVE 
CHANGED. OR HAVE AN 
APPEARANCE 
IN SOME JOINT 


CONCERT. 


IT'S THE 
BEST PLACE TO 
BUILD UP YOUR 

FANBASE, 


YOU GUYS 
WILL START BY 
GETTING YOUR 

NAME OUT 

ONLINE. 


GETTING 
DEDICATED FANS 
ONLINE AND THEN 
INVITING THEM TO 
YOUR CONCERTS 
SOUNDS EFFECTIVE 

DON'T YOU 


I THINK 
YOU'RE UN- 


DERESTIMATING 
HOW HARD IT 


IS TO GET 
ATTENTION 
ONLINE. 


i 
rtd i 


MODERN 
IDOL CULTURE 
REVOLVES 
AROUND THE 
INTERNET. 


MEAN LIKE 
YOUTUBE? 


ING GOING FOR 
HER OTHER THAN 
LOOKS, SHE'D BE 


My LUCKY TO GET EVEN 


A FEW THOUSAND 
SUBSCRIBERS. 





start ore |,A\\\. IP WE 
as amateurs }//\\\ \' HAVE A LIVE 
THEN THAT'S WI) SHOW ONLY ABOUT 
> 1% OF THEM WILL 
THE SHOW UP. 


SITUATION 


WE HAVE THE 
EXPERIENCE. 


TLL 
LET YOU 
TAKE CARE 
OF THE 
REST. 





IF YOU 
INCLUDE MY 
FANS IT WOULD 
ONLY BE ABOUT 
TEN THOUSAND, 








HOWEVER, 
STRAWBERRY 
PRODUCTIONS’ 
STRENGTH /S IN 
INTERNET MEDIA. 
WE HAVE SEVERAL 
TIKTOK AND YOUTUBE 
PERSONALITIES AF- 
FILIATED WITH 


A LITTLE 
EARLIER I HAD 
JUST FOUND 
SOMEONE WHO 
I HOPE HE COULD HELP 
CAN TEACH OUT: 
YOU GUYS A 
THING OR 















































YOU DON'T 
KNOW THE 
MASKED 
PHYSICAL 
TRAINING 
YOUTUBE 
SENSATION 
PIEYON? 
HE'S 
ALL THE 
RAGE AMONG 
ELEMENTARY 
AND MIDDLE 
He's SCHOOLERS! 


ova TOR /, 
EARNER! /f 
















I DON'T 
REALLY WATCH 
YOUTUBE... 







THE WORLD 
IS A MESSED 
UP PLACE 





THIS IS WHAT 
KIDS ARE INTO 
NOWADAYS... 


















WELL, IF 
YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT STANDING 









OUT ON THE 
/NTERNET, 
REUSING A 
CHARACTER 
FROM ATV 







SHOW |S 
KIND OF... 






| APOLO- 
Ny GIZE FOR MY 
me | ATTITUDE AND 
CHOICE OF 


\ words 


ARE VARIOUS 
TECHNIQUES TO 
AMASS SUB- 
SCRIBERS... 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK f 
THEY ARE? | 


YEP 
YEP, THAT'S 
CORRECT. 


ARE YOU 
READY? 








- 










BUT YOU GUYS 
AREN'T FAMOUS 
AND YOU DON'T 
HAVE THE PERSIS- 
TENCY TO UPLOAD 
EVERY SINGLE 
DAY RIGHT? 


SECRET TECH- 
NIQUE TO GETTING 
SUBSCRIBERS 
QUICKLY. 


HAVE ONE, 


HOWEVER 
THERE IS A 
SENSEI! 
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THIS 
IS PIEYON’S 
CHANNEL!! 


S ARY 
WBE ( 
AND , smh J0NS LTD. 
THEY TOLD 

ME TO USE 
MY CHANNEL fla) 


WE'VE 
STARTING GOTA 
UP AN IDOL SITUATION 
GROUP... 
HANDS. 


AT 
FIRST | WAS 


py . 
PLANNING ON A i 
REFUSING! @. I'PERFECTIEXAMPLE OF A 
VOUTUBER WHO DOESN'TILET/ANYONE 
is INTERFERE WITH HIS WORK‘ : 


\ WITH THAT yi a / dl CEO'S RE- 
SAID, TODAY'S 7 oT al 
Ak PIEVON IS\WEAK\TO AUTHORITY, 














Px _|FTHEYCAN = 
> KEEP UP WITHMY = 
PIEVON BOOT DANCE 
= FOR ONE HOUR, YOU LL 
Z GETTOSEE THEIR 
ACES. 










F CAN'T» "DOES Hk < /KEEB- 
people CREATHE! WanT;TO KILL ye » YING UB WITHA 
- US,,MAKING et ‘PHYSICAL TRAINING 
NEED, ONYCEN EMR YOLITUBER 1S AS 
YOU KNOW!!, 


, | SE! 
\ us vance wT \ 
, , THESE STUPID 9 @ 
a “Se 0'0 WrasKs On?\ “es, Js 
— a a2 F x 
~* = #« 4 
SS. Se 
~ : a 





(y/AHARD AS YOU 
GI * WouLD THINK, 
rey ° 





THE : = g 
Pils eer | | x BE DID ITTURN 
THE WORD | \ Ss Ourlike 
OUT 1S BY {| THIS... 
COLLABO- y / 


COLLABS RATING. 


WITH FAMOUS 
YOUTUBERS 
ARE SUPER 
EFFECTIVE! 





SHOULD WE : 
DO FOR THE TLL LET 


CONTENT? YOU GUYS 
SINCE YOU'RE APPEAR ON MY 
IDOLS I GUESS A CHANNEL, 
MORNING PRANK 
WOULD BE THE 
WAY TO GO. 





IF YOU TELL 
US BEFOREHAND, 
IT'S NOT A PRANK 

ANYMORE. 


\" 


| INS / (i 


NOTE: A MORNING PRANK HERE REFERS TO A NEOKIDOKKIRI, WHICH IS A PRANK OFTEN PLAYED ON IDOLS NARIETY aoe 
WHERE THE CAMERA CREW COMES INTO THE IDOL'S ROOM IN THE MORNING AND WAKES THEM UP, STARTLING THEM. 





ARE 
YOU BEING 
SERIOUS 

2 








BUT 
THIS IS 
OUR FIRST ARE ALWAYS 
JOB... 


AHEAD OF 














WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF THE 
CAMERA CREW WENT 
IN AND FOUND THE 
IDOL SLEEPING 
WITH A GUY? 





(AND 
THAT'S HOW 


I'VE,BEEN 


tar was Yo 
3000 EX- 
HAUSTING, 





OK, 
WE'RE DONE! 
WONDERFUL 

PERFOR- 

TAKE OFF MANCE! 
YOUR COSTUME 
AND INTRODUCE 

YOURSELVES! 

















QO 


: , WU ~ J mw 
MW, \\ Nw Wa, ®\ 





\\ | THAT NAME 
. SOUNDS 


{ 
j fi} 
fi) /, | 
y \\ H 
I FIGURED T 


You 
GUYS WERE 
TO WOULD ONLY MAKE ve Wee 
THINK you —‘'T LOOK LIKE YOU DID : 
ActuaLty THE FULL HOUR WITH 4 
WENT AND SOME EDITING. 
DID IT FOR 


MAKES NO 
DIFFERENCE 
TO THE VIEW- 
ERS... 


BUT THE 
PEOPLE ON 
SET REALLY DO 
NOTICE THINGS 
LIKE THAT. 











OH 
I FORGOT 
SOMETHING 
IMPOR- 
TANT. 
DOES YOUR 
GROUP HAVE 
A NAME? 








JUST PICK 
WHATEVER 
YOU LIKE, 


OUR NAME 
WILL BE... 


= EaYoulobe 






































wy os " Aisi m 
Komachil] | made idols do the Pie-dance for 1 hour and this 
ARE was the result. 


YOU SURE [res*"2e9 thvce Glen 4H 
ABOUT 
THAT? 






























RECENTLY, 


THE BOYS IN 

MY SCHOOL HAVE 

BEEN TEASING 
ME, 







"YOU LIKE 
THIS KIND OF 
BOY, I SEE...” 









SUCH A 


AND SO ON. AL ASS zawe? 






AKA AKASAKA MENGO YOKOYARI 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
SCARIER... 


SHOWING 
EVERYONE 


WHAT THE 
FEELING OF 
“BEING IN LOVE” 
MEANS TO 


Py Pam ic 
EVERYONE EVEN MEM UNDERSTAND 
THINKS I’M AN WAS MADE OF ATTENTION THIS AT ALL AT 
AIRHEAD... FUN OF ON OF SO MANY THE BEGIN- 
HER OWN PEOPLE |S NOT NING. 


CHANNEL... ENTIRELY 








LV 


WILL YUKI REALLY 
QUIT THE SHOW... 


SHE DOES eae 


SEEM THE 
SENSITIVE 








AND WHAT KIND OF 


DEVELOPMENTS AWA/T 
THOSE TWO...? 

















THEY WROTE ¥ 
AN ARTICLE 
ABOUT IT! 
IVE DONE MY 
PART TO DRAW 
IN MORE VIEWERS 
FOR THE SHOW, 
HAVEN'T I? 


INDEED 
[];\ You Have. 











QuIT, I HAVE 
I'M NOT AN A CONTRACT ARE YOU 


ACTRESS LIKE AFTER ALL. QUITTING? 
KUROKAWA-SAN, 
I CAN'T POSSIBLY 

PUT UP AN ACT. 


IT'S TRUE 
THAT I FEEL [ i \\ 
SAD FROM BEING | \ \ I'VE ONLY 
PICKED ON AT | N EXAGGERATED 
SCHOOL. | MY FEELINGS A 
\ | ee LITTLE IN MY 
IT'S ALSO 
TRUE THAT 
I'VE THOUGHT 
OF QUITTING 
THE SHOW. 





AS 
EVERYONE 
STARTED TO BE- 
i" iT 
WAEN'T A 
Re 


LIE, BUT AN 


HONEST YET 


INTERESTING 
THOSE WHO | PEOPLE. 
HARDLY GET ff 
SCREEN TIME ff 
CAUSE THEY 
ARE AWFUL IN 
FRONT OF THE 





IT's 
BECAUSE 
THE FILMING 
IS ALWAYS SO 
EARLY IN THE 
MORNING. 


I WAS 
SLEEPY, OH SO 
SLEEPY... 














MESSAN 
SAID SHE'S 
TREATING US 
TO YAKINIKU. 


VE 
HEARD ABOUT 
oe RECENTLY 
YOU'VE BEEN 





DON'T 
WORRY, 
T'LL COOK 
My OWN 
PORTION. 


I NOTICED 
YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN EATING 

AT ALL, KURO- 

KAWA-SAN. 

















I HAVE 

DECIDED 
| e i THAT I WOLILD 
AT FIRST I f NEVER LET GO 
MADE PeoPLe = \ | jase ey OF THE TONGS 


UPSET BY BUR- |/ p Zi | | i} AT A PLACE 
NING THE MEAT |/ 2 : / LIKE THIS. 
BUT NOW I've FREQUENTLY, -f 
GOTTEN PRETTY | 
GOOD AT IT. 


LOOKING FOR 
CHOICES NOW IS SOME- 
ARE BASED ON THING MORE 
HOW MUCH OF A EXTREME. 
RISK WE ARE 
WILLING TO 












SIGH... 
YAKINIKU 
SURE ISA 
LUXURY 











EATING 
MEAT WHILE STARING 
AT BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE 
MUST SURELY HAVE 
BEEN A FEAST. 












YN ABLE;TO.DIGEST ALL 
KING... \ THESE EATIY, MEATS 








FACTION 1S 
WRITTEN ALL 
OVER YOUR 


JUST A SIMPLE 
GATHERING... 








DIDN'T 
WE AGREE TO 
HAVE OUR MEALS 
TOGETHER ON 
SUNDAYS? 
















YOU'VE BEEN 
LIKE THIS EVER 
SINCE THE SHOW 
STARTED. 






ARE DONE ON 
THE WEEKENDS, 
AREN'T THEY? 


MOST OF PEOPLE ARE 
THEM ARE CLEARLY ACT- 
JUST DOING ING, BUT... 
THEIR BEST 
TO SHOW OFF 
THEIR GOOD 
SIDE. 

















I'VE NEVER 
BEEN TO ONE, 
$0 IT'S NOT 
LIKE IT WOULD 
KNOW. 













INTHE FIRST = \\ 
PLACE, THE SHOW'S 
CONCEPT MIGHT BE 
CENTERED AROUND 
GATHERING AFTER 

) SCHOOL... 


\\ 


ay) 


SEEAKING IT'S GREAT 


OF WHICH ; 
! THAT THEY'RE 
REALITY, PATING: PRIORITIZING 


SHOWS ARE LESS G 
SCRIPTED THAN OUR EDUCA 


I THOUGHT 
THEY'D BE. 






CAN SEE THE 
SAME SCENERY 
IF YOU GO TO 
A MIXER. 






I,GET,INTO, WORK: 
MODE /N FRONT, OF. 
THE CAMERA, SO 
NOT, REALLY. 


I'M GIVING. 
MY ALL.TO ACT. 
MY PART, BUTT, 

SEEM TO BE 

LACKING... 


THEY 
ARE MERELY 
“SELLING” 
REALITY. 


LDON:T9 
KNOW... 


Q: DO YOU REALLY FALL IN LOVE 
ON REALITY DATING SHOWS? 


FEELS LIKE 

TRYING.TO. 
GET SERIOUS 
WITH A HOST. 

INA HOST 


1SNIT,IT; I'M DOING, 
INTERESTING. THIS FOR, 
IEIT.GOES ALL REAL, YOU 
THE WAY TO KNOW?, 
MARRIAGE? 


DISTORTED 


VIEWS OF 
IT, 





SO EVERY- 
ONE'S FALLING 
IN LOVE FOR 
REAL? 


BUT, SURPRIS- 

THE FANS. INGLY, I'M 
ARE ALWAYS. REALLY. 
WATCHING, SO. FALLING 
LO LIKE TO. IN LOVE. 


T HAVE BEEN 
IGNORANT BECAUSE 
I'VE NEVER WATCHED 
REALITY DATING 
SHOWS... 





IT'S EVEN 
LESS SCRIPTED 
THAN YOU'D 


FURTHERMORE, Mj } 
EVERYONE'S PER- IMAGINE. 
SONALITIES ON TV ARE 
























































BECAME THE 
EMPHASIS OF 
THE SHOW. 


LATER ON, 


THE SHIPPING 
BETWEEN SUMI 
YUKI AND KUMA- 

NO NOBUYUKI 





KENGO WAS 
PORTRAYED 
AS THE ONE 
JEALOUS OF 
Rance H\, ae : THE RELA- 
AROUND YUKI |} \ i NE A 2 TIONSHIP. 
WAS THUS O Cam } 
FORMED. 


ARE YOU 
WANT TO GAIN FINE WITH IT, 
POPULARITY, I 
THINK IT'D DO You BQUETANE, 
TLL KEEP A . MORE GOOD TO GET 
SAFE DISTANCE YOURSELF INVOLV- 
TILL THE END OF \ ED OVER THERE 


OW. INSTEAD O} 
THE HON MOLE: PARTICIPATE 


IN THE YUKI 








I'M PERFECTLY 
FINE WITH MAINTAINING 
MY CURRENT IMAGE OF 
BEING THE COMFORTING 

TYPE OF AIRHEAD. 


SHOULD 


DON'T . AQU-TAN 


BE SERIOUS 
IN COURTING 
ME, IT'S A 
DIFFERENT 


GET YOUR 
HOPES UP. 


YOU DON'T 

HAVE ANY 
ARE YOU AMBITION... 
NOT GOING TO 


BUTT IN? 


AIM IS TO GET 
MORE PEOPLE 
TO VISIT MY 
CHANNEL. 


if MORE WORRIED 
ABOUT A CERTAIN 
SOMEONE, RATHER 
THAN THE TWO 
OF US... 




















TLNOTE: SEE APPENDIX. 























MANAGER... 


HERE ARE 
THE STUDIO 














MINUTES OF [a 
ENTE, W_ 
screRAGHT? | 

















GIVING HER 
UTMOST... 


=j RECENTLY | HEARD 


THAT THE REALITY V7 

SHOW THAT AKANE 7) 
IS APPEARING INGOT Vu A//71// /) 
REALLY POPULAR SO f VA J 
| la i BUT 14% 


WHAT'S THE MEAN- 
ING OF THIS!? 


A | —_YOUSADIT 
‘)/)) WOULD BE A GREAT 


CHANCE FOR HER, 
BUT SHE HASN'T 
STOOD OUT A 
SINGLE BIT!! 





NO, 
I’M SORRY. 
YOU HEARD 
EVERYTHING, 
DIDN'T YOU? 


I PROMISE 
I WILL PROTECT 
YOU PROPERLY. 








SHE WAS 
CHOSEN TO 
APPEAR INTHE fF 
INO SHOW OUT OF SO 
MANY PEOPLE 
WHO WANT A 
ROLE IN IT, 


I'M SORRY, 
MANAGER. 





5 


YOU HAVE 
GIVEN YOUR 

















ALL, AKANE, SO 
YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO TAKE THAT 
TO HEART. 





























: 
\ 











I'M SUCH A}. 
DIGAPPOINT- (711) 
\ WENT... 









































233 
NEXT CHAPTER: IN ORDER TO LIVE UP 
TO “EXPECTATIONS”... 


About Uiré Uri 5} 885e 


The Eighteen Best Kabuki Plays (#(&+/A\8 
Kabuki-Juuhachiban) is a set of kabuki plays, chosen and 
assembled by kabuki actor Ichikawa Danjir6 VII. 


One of these plays is called Uiré Uri (4+215% lit. peddler selling 
uiro). Specifically, it refers to an 8-minute long passage which a 


traveling salesman selling uiro (a kind of herbal medicine brought 


to Japan from China) recites with articulation and fluency to sell 
his goods. It was first performed in 1718 by Ichikawa Danjiro II, 
and was revived in around 1980-1985 by Ichikawa Danjiro XII 
with a kabuki performance script written around the passage, 
leading to its current popularity. 


Since then, it has been widely used as a learning tool by aspiring 
actors, voice actors, and announcers to train their skills in 

voice, articulation, as well as recitation from memory. 

Usually, it would be read first at a moderate pace to ensure 

their memorization of the passage as well as practise their 
articulation. (After all, you, as a traveling salesman, are 

trying to persuade passers-by to want to buy your goods.) It 


is then read a second time, but this time quickly as a tongue 
twister. 


A graduate from a voice acting academy in Japan aspiring 
to become a voice actor shared his experience of learning 
this tongue twister. In his class, students had to memorize 
this passage in 2 weeks, and every day in the morning at 
the start of class, everyone would have to take turns to read 
a number of sentences each, one after another, without 
stumbling. It is “a very good way to get your tongues 

clicking properly and generally a really good way to warm 
up every morning too.” Even now, after graduation, he would 
still recite this passage every morning. 


An average reading takes about 8 minutes, with more experienced readers taking about 6 
minutes. Omaru Polka of Hololive’s 5th-generation recently performed her rendition of Uiré 
Uri, completing it with perfect articulation in a whopping FOUR minutes. | mean, how 
fucking awesome is that? 1 aid not just write this entire appendix just to shill my favourite Hololive in this paragraph. - oldpier 


Sources and References: 
1. 9}8B839E Full text: a) JA Wikisource: https://ja.wikisource.org/wiki/7} Bhar. 
b) PDF: http://www. saikoenren.com/index.php?key=muimrekwt-30 
9+ 8B55 on JA Wikipedia: httos://ja. wikipedia org/wiki/S+EBFe 


Kabuki performance of Uiré Uri: https://youtu.be/9L8PW-yPbvg 
FY y Ya Ash on Twitter: https://twitter.com/Ash_mann1021 
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A peek at his annotation of Uiré Uri. 





Kabuki Juhachiban on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabuki_J%C5%ABhachiban 


Omaru Polka’s performance of Uir6 Uri: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z4-xA9nPIO 
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AKA AKASAKA -  MENGO YOKOVARI \ Rae, j 


aN 


WERE ABOUT 


INSULT SOME- 
ONE ELSE'S 


Dy 


AND THEN 
YOU'LL NEVER 
Ww Sl 


GET WORK 
FROM THAT 
COMPANY 
AGAIN! 


I'M 
SURE EVEN 
YOU SEARCH 





AAA 


aaa YOu! 
90 PERCENT 


VN 
SyeoneseaS 


pecent Searenes 


@ avausne 
posnine Ruby S 
posnine RE » 


" NM 
e ut 
yy Cure 
Ne) pieyon 
os 


MY MY, 
EVEN Al i 
(EN Ale 





MUSICIANS OR 
ACTORS OR WHAT 
HAVE YOU, THEY'RE 
ALL DOWNING THEIR 
BEER WHILE LOOK- 

ING THEMSELVES 

UP ONLINE. IT'S 

KINDA FUNNY. 


THEY 
SAY THAT THE 
ONLINE ADVER- 
IRKET 


AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 
INDUSTRY FIGURES 
LIKE US ARE THAT 


ANY AFTER- 
PARTY FOR 
EXAMPLE. 


erst 
/MPRESS/ONS DOMAIN ie 
OF YOUR PROD- ADVERTISING 
UCTS, OR ANA- GENCIES, 
LYTICS ON YOUR TODAY ANYONE \f 
CUSTOMERS ARE CAN ACCESS 
ALL AT YOUR THE BIG DATA'S 


DISPOSAL. INFORMATION 


THIS 1S 
THE GOLDEN 
AGE OF EGO- 
SEARCHERS!! 


THE 
AGE WHERE 
YOU COULD 
DISMISS ONLINE 
RECEPTION IS 
BEHIND Us. 


ANYONE 
WHO NEGLECTS 
ONLINE MARKET- 

ING IS GETTING 
LEFT BEHIND 
IN TODAY'S 
WORLD. 


FANS AND 
THE CONTENT THEY 
CONSUME ARE IN A 
STATE OF MUTUAL 
SURVEILLANCE, 





Patina 


NEVER FOR- 
GET, WHEN YOU 
GAZE LONG INTO 
THE ABYSS, THE 

ABYSS GAZES 
ALSO INTO 
you. 





(ZU @momomonomomomo - 12 hours ago 
Yeah! I’m watching LoveToday. Yuki-chan 
is cute, | like her! | don't really like or dislike 
Akane, she has no presence. 























WHAT'RE 


? 
YOU KNOW YOU DOING? 


ABOUT THE 
SHOW'S OFFICIAL 
TWITTER AND 
TIKTOK? 









BEEN PostWe ft" 
TO IT, THAT'S 
A GIVEN! 





I'M 


AT THAT 
TIME, TIKTOK SPEAKING OF 


DIDN'T HAVE ANY (YY) WHICH, WEREN'T 
MONETIZATION OR WT) \\\\y\\\\ Wp) YOU ORIGINALLY 
A WAY FOR FANS LL A\W AYA, b j A TIKTOKER? 
TO CONTRIBUTE a \\ Tk \ 
DIRECTLY, SO 
I BECAME A 
YOUTUBER. 





DON'T YOU UP- 
REALLY USE LOAD SOMETHING 
TECHNOLOGY LIKE TOO? YOU GOT 
THE YOUNG- THE ACCOUNT 
STERS DO, PASSWORD, 

















King @gjigjigj 
Oh yeah, there's this other girl on the 
show, what's her name again? Akane? 


#LoveNow 














FweFwe @fwefwewewf 
Does it really matter if Akane is there 
or not? 


KakaAcidics @kakakaacid 
It’s fine if they cut Akane. 
They can just add a new 
guy member~ 


Q2 tl g 


























PLAY 
THE BAD 
i } GIRL AND TRY 
| ; AND STEAL 
PEOPLE WILL A f 
START TO TAKE | bao ait 
NOTE OF YOU 
FOR SURE, 








OF COURSE, 
THIS ISN'T COM- 
ING FROM THE 


Bur DIRECTOR... 


GIRLS WHO 
CAN PLULL THINGS 
LIKE THIS OFF ARE 
THE ONES WHO 4 
CAN ATTRACT a 
VIEWERS, 





T KNOW J 
RIGHT! 
































YOU SEEM 
TROUBLED 
LATELY... 


AND HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO SHOW FOR, 
AFTER ALL 
OF THIS. 


GONNA LET 
YOU DO THAT 
THOUGH. 





IT UNDER- 
STAND YOUR 
FEELINGS, 


I NEED TO 
FIND A WAY TO 
GET PEOPLE TO 

NOTICE ME... 



















I'M 












GONNA FIGHT 
I HOPE TO GET ALL THE 
YOU WON'T ATTENTION FOR 
HOLD THAT MYSELF. 
AGAINST 


ME. 





Q Yuki Like  #LoveNow a 












Top Latest People Photos Videos 
























Lycopene @LpinD4xVT 
Nw, Yuki has a plainly good personality 

‘i I'ma girl but | really like her a lot~~ 

») #LoveNow 

1?) a 9g ran 

High Heeled Lady @high_heels3RXv 4 hours ago 
I like the combination of Yuki and Nobu. 


3 hours ago 



































Q Akane Like #LoveNow 





Latest People Photos 





sO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM YUKI- 


No results for “Akane Like 
#LoveNow” 


1 HAVE 
TO STAND 
OUT MORE 
THAN HER. 




































THERE'S 
ae Cues YOU SAID 
THERE! YOU LIKED 
: | LABRADORS? 


HO ARE | 
COUNTING = |} 
ON ME, 


























DOESN'T 


SHE HAVE 
A MAGAZINE 
PHOTO SHOOT 
TOMORROW? 









































( j YOU WERE 
HANA Y AGITATED... 











Ra Tn 



































4 : EVERYONE'S ||| 
HAD NO IDEA EXPECTA- 
WHAT TO D0, {kf 60 YOU DID TIONS 
DID YOU? \ SOMETHING A 























ah NOTHING SOME 
PHOTOSHOP 
CAN'T HIDE. 





N AKANE... 00 
1 YOU HATE ME? 





T LIKE YOU 
TOO, YOU'RE A 
HARD WORKER 

WHO NEVER 


GIVES UP. 












































‘weets He Latest’ People -. Photos 





e) V e p:-O e eDeETT: 
| bet-Akane’s even worse when the 
cameras aren't rolling. 


O4 tT 92 (301 


, Exploding Melon @q 
Kurokawa Akane is a 


2. TQ 


Yun oe THE 
) The police could INTERNET 


arrest Poor Yuki. Kurd 
o) o WYSE 
Itou @DgXsjw! FORGIVE. 
This is what happens 


Q 1 a 


Kieic @kieicQL7 
This person was a mistake #KurokawaAkane should be fired 


Q (i O13 fay 


Raika@Doramaaka @23JLQcenraika 
Akane...this isn't the first time you've pulled something like this. 
You really shouldn't be on TV lol. It pisses me off 


9) a wv) & 


AKIRA @akiraONyMp 
Background characters should know their place. | can't believe 
you laid a hand on Yuki rofl Akane will definitely get fired now 


. x) Q & 

~ Yurumeruyume @YulPYJJ8P 
This women cant take a hint, so irritating #KurokawaAkane 
#Lovenow #FireHer 


Q ae) Q 


29-*.\((° a °))/.s+ @2U9UFKVL 
» Kurokawa Akane is such a piece of shit lol 


SS & ww) & 


_ Kuroneko Eren @b_cat_xcvd9gYt 
This bitch is a walking time bomb. #KurokawaAkane 
#LoveNow 
Q & o4 & 
Hanachan and Reichan @Hana_Ray_channn 
Wait, Kurokawa was still there? 


SC eS) Qo 


Akashingou @signalRedVL . 
Kurokawa Akane is just a bad person. There's something 


wrong with her. 


, 











My love with a star begins now@imagachi 

Thank you to all our viewers for your continued 
support. We can’t wait to hear what you think, tweet 
your impressions with the #LoveNow Tag 


T) 104 © 56K 


Kisaragi@UH3VkSBF 

As a fan of this show | feel the need to say this: If only you had ended the 
show as the nobody that you are. Why did you need to go and drag the whole 
production down right at the end, there was no need for you to drag everyone 
around you into your hysterics. You are nothing but a nuisance. #LoveNow 
#KurokawaAkane 


QO pa) vy) 


MAGO@xXkr6ZVCN 

If only you'd have been content to stay a bottom feeder idol. Your life is 
over after that assault. Please, don’t ever show your face in public again. 
#LoveNow #KurokawaAkane #Quit 





© 100 120K O1kK 
19) DQ iv) 


Mmmm@d9vFLiza 
What a pathetic last ditch attempt at being relevant. | was cringing at 
how obvious your desperation was. | wish they'd kicked you off before 








you had the chance to pull that shit. Why the fuck did they let a woman What's Happe 


like you onto the show in the first place. 


a O11 t 
Yumeshi@tVsI ZqiG me News * Today 
Akane who? Since when were you here? That's all that comes to #LoveNow 


my mind after this Imao. Kurokawa Aka 
9) pa) 9 fay Trending Topid 


Tara@sjNWiMPZ 

You are the single greatest fuckup I've ever seen on this show. You just pop 
out of nowhere to cause problems for everyone else, that personality is #HotOshi 
beyond repair. Everyone would be happier without you ProOshi 


(3) nan iy) & ProOshi 
S-S@dmipgMbtJ 
| always hated seeing you on the show. Hurry up and quit. 





Trending in Ja 
Qo tant O5 a #WantToOshi 


Byuuki@2Yci9y6q 

| actually thought the show was kind of boring lately, but then | realized 
it's been that way ever since you started trying to force yourself into 
relevancy Imfao. If only you had fucked off huh 


° a iv) & 
Akamimoza@/vSZy\V/jH 

Why are women like this? They just demand their rights and ignore their 
responsibilities. And then they let out their shrill screams when they don't 
get their way, just like you. So disgusting. | wonder if all idols are like this. 


9) a iv) a 


ALia@CPARHxBnt 
Trash-tier idols should know their place. 
















re 








NW 


THIS WAS 
COMING. 





7 min. ago 


a 


WY To be honest, I'm very disappointed. 


9 min. ago 


° 


Pretty Girl Cheer Squad@bishost1 
Ok that’s enough from you. There are lots 


/ more when you came from after all 


11 min. ago 
° a iv) a 


Baskin and Robbins@3 liyaneyo00 
I'm unfollowing you. 


14 min. ago 


° a Q a 





An eye for an eye a tooth for a ni hao@meig 











I THOUGHT 


I CAN’T TALK 













THEM FOR- 
GIVE ME. 


BUT 
EVEN IF I 
JUST EXPLAIN 
WHAT I CAN 
AND ASK FOR 
FORGIVE- 
NESS... 















KurokawaAkane (7) @Aka 
I’ve been receiving a lot 
of feedback about what 

happened. | am very sorry, 





Lmao look how fast she’s losing followers 














SWARM AROUND 
SOMEONE WHO'S 
APOLOGIZING. 





AN APOLOGY 
IS AS GOOD AS 
AN ADMISSION OF 
GUILT, ISN'T IT? 


“SINCE 
YOU'VE ADMIT- 
TED YOUR ADUL- 
TERY, WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
US CASTING 
STONES"... 


BUT AS 


A COUNTER- 
TACTIC TO GET- 
TING CANCELED, 
IT'S THE WORST 

THING YOU 
CAN DO. 


APOLO- 
GIZING IS LIKE 
COMMON SENSE 
TO JAPANESE 
PEOPLE. 





Maboujuuza@madoujorss = 
\ feel so sorry for Yuki. If you really wanted to 
apologize you could always kill yourself. 
35 min. ago 


oe genvigun@seniun ; 
Bem | wish you would just disappear like the 
Oh, | garbage that you are. 





TO READ 
ALL OF THE 
CRITICISM 
AGAINST 
ME. 


g 


THE 
ONES WHO 
TAKE THINGS 
SERIOUSLY ARE 
THE ONES WHO 
GET REALLY 
HURT. 


YOU TEND 
TO TRY AND 
FACE ALL THE 
HATE HEAD 
ON. 


BECAUSE 
WHEN YOU 


SERIOUSLY, 


TAKE THINGS 


There's no point to your existence. 
Gross 
° a 9 


Kinmokusei@kinmokusei 


a 


5 min. ago 


I 
DESERVE 
THIS, I DID 
SOMETHING 


She was a nj 

you've done’ v e 

how fucking ugly you are | guess. 
9° a iw) 


Ageha@ageha000 17 min. ago 
No one will be sad if it’s your face getting 
hurt. 


Pankushit@pant 
You don't have a 


Make no mistake, you're underesti 
her fans. 
Oy <i 


o 4 


Pumpkinknight@panpkinknitOO 


) I hope you have eyes on the back 4 
your head, you're gonna need ther 


ea 


Yuukari@youkar 
hope the tabloi 


G.a G 


WHEN THE 
MOB COMES 
AFTER YOU, 


THERE'S 
NO NEED TO 
TAKE HEED 
OF ALL THE 
CRITICISM. 


| 
mr) 








OF THE OUT- 
RAGE FILL 
MY HEAD. 


I FORCED 
MYSELF TO 
SLEEP BY 
TELLING MyY- 
SELF THAT 
THINGS WILL 
CALM DOWN 
BY THE 
MORNING. 


OF COURSE, 
THERE'S NO} way 
eh WOULD | 


nn ee a 
Mirimiri 
) Don't you regret being born? 


When you're on screen | just want to turn off the tv. pourshould. 
Just fuck off o 


ua 





RINRIN 

Did you think an apology would fix this? When | find you, 
Why are you still breathi I'm gonna beat the shit out of you. But I'll remember to 

say sorry so you'll have to forgive mew 


Tounokanchuu 
Ugly 

io} Q 9 ty A figure like a barrel 
Gross voice 


Sanbonsen Who would like you 


Doesn't the fact that you're still alive embarrass you? 




















WANT 10 
TAKE A DAY 
OFF FROM 

SCHOOL 

TOMOR- 

ROW? 


fees 


‘4 Anonymous, 
career in th z 


“Anonymous ~ ; 
Pant Believe you still show that face on tv. 


7Anonymous seas \ 
How haven't you noticed yet. Everyone Is just wail 
eryone will be happier when you're gone. 

















vID 
YOU SEE 
WHAT HAP- 
PENED WITH 
AKANE? 








LIKE THIS WAS 
COMING. 


SHE 
WAS ALWAYS 
YOU COULD TELL RUBBING HER 
SHE WAS ALWAYS CAREER IN OUR FACE 
THINKING THAT SHE'S ae LIKE "OW I HAVE 
BET SHE'S DIFFERENT FROM JUST WASN'T pore Arie 
SURROLIND- EVERYONE ELSE. SATISFIED LINLESS F 
ED BY GUYS SHE ONE-LIPPED 
CONSOLING EVERYBODY 
HER RIGHT ELSE. 
NOW. 

















\ > 
Z AKANE... 
if YOU HAVEN'T 


BEEN LOOKING 
GOOD RECENTLY, 
WHAT'S THE 


327 Anonymous 

It's because her mom didn’t raise her properly. 
It's a vicious cycle of trashy women bringing 
about more trashy women. 


328 Anonymous 

| You really can tell how someone was raised 
by their behaviour. When your parents beat you, 
you become the kind of person who raises their 
hands against others. 


! 
THINK YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
f) } TWEET ANY- 
484 Anonymous + a THING FOR 
| bet her agency took over her : THE TIME 
account since it'd be bad to let : BEING. 
any more of her stupidity leak : 
out lol. 


485 Anonymous ¥ WHATEVER 
The agency's risk management PROCEED wee Sa 
education is trash CAREEULLY RUT Ta The 
IF YOU NEED TO FIRE. 
J SAY SOMETHING 
CONSULT ME 
FIRST. 





RELEASED, 


I DIDN'T 
EVEN FEEL 
LIKE WATCH- 

ING IT. 














I'm so disappointed. 'm no longer an Akane fan. 8 21s 





Those flashy nails are in really bad taste. 
wondered who Akane was when she was rien 
‘tending, turns out | didn’t know her after all. 
AS THE 


re) CRITICISM 
1 goue ee 
TO LOSE 
Slava . Her personal life is probably not going very 
Be well too. This is the result of her own efforts 
. She's clearly a fish out of water. Not suited to 
working as part of a group | think 








Poor Yuki-chan. 





Did she really leave a nail mark Imfao akane rofl. 


1 ALSO 
KNEW THAT AS. 
WERE FOCUSED 
{ Wi D 
THAT THIS “ ON THIS SHOW IT 
sects en 
AS LONG AS T | ‘ ei 
PERSISTED ON 
[Wea 
ENTERTAIN- 
MENT. 


= 
eg St 





This girl who's been getting all 
the hate, Akane. She was the 
lead role in Lalalie. A real hard 
worker read more... 


21 Replies 10009 172 ©) 











After this incident | think that’s just a 
superficial reason to like her though. 


8 Replies 














I've been a supporter but | don’t think 
| can keep being one anymore. 




















Ringo 

| was in middle school with Akane and 
literally nobody liked her lol. She never got 
any work because she always had “practice” 
or “photoshoots”, she was just using it as an 
excuse to skip school Imao. Everyone was 
saying that she’s a massive slut too. 





9° 














KUROKAWA AKANE 


Taroun 

Her career is so over lol. Who would hire a 
Yassan person who scars your lead actress’ face lol. 
She looks like a bad person. 





co) un 9 





Snow 
She's pretty ugly too. 


| would like to enquire about the fact 

that your company employs an individual 
named Akane. | am sure you are aware of 
this incident involving her https//0000000. 
0000000.jp/0000/000000?ms=500. As a 
matter of social norms, employing 
someone like this] 








Kirisa 
Her career is so over lol. Who would hire a person 
who scars your lead actress’ face lol. 


() Q g nay 





| Did Research On Kurokawa 
Akane So You Don't Have To 





- Plastic Surgery? 
- Boyfriend? 
Scandals? 








b/s that Kurokawa Akane has appear4 





I'm going out to pick 


3unread | up dinner now. 
22:29 


Don't go now lol. There's 
a typhoon coming lol 






































T'VE HAD 
ENOUGH. 


THINK ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 









































An Obituary for Kimura Hana 


Trigger Warning: Suicide 


Since 2 weeks ago when Chapter 24 was released, | have been very conflicted about how to approach this topic, and 
whether to even write about it in the first place for our appendix. | declined to write about it at first because | wasn’t 
confident in being able to do it properly, and | wasn’t sure yet if there was any relation to Terrace House. But after 
reading Chapter 25, it was pretty damn obvious that Akasaka had written this arc with the Kimura Hana - Terrace 
House incident in mind, so | felt the need to do extended research of the incident for myself and subsequently, for all 
the readers of Oshi no Ko so as to give everyone context of the last 2 chapters. 


Who is Kimura Hana? 


Born September 3, 1997, she was a Japanese female 
professional wrestler who wrestled for the women's professional 
wrestling promotion World Wonder Ring Stardom. She was also a 
cast member on the Fuji Television and Netflix reality television 
series Terrace House: Tokyo 2019-2020 which is the fifth 
installment of the Terrace House franchise. 





What was the Terrace House controversy? 


Episode 38 “Case of The Costume Incident” premiered on Netflix on March 31 2020, and subsequently on television 
on May 18 2020. In this episode, Hana was shown in one of the scenes to be upset after discovering someone had 
ruined her ¥100,000 wrestling costume in the laundry. She then went into a verbal tirade at the culprit, Kobayashi Kai, 
and ended it off by smacking his hat off his head and storming upstairs. Following the episode, many people have 
voiced their displeasure online about Hana’s ‘overreaction’ on the show, not only among Japanese viewers but also 
international fans too. However, it was later revealed that Hana had confided with a friend that the scene was ‘staged 
by the producers’ and that she “really [felt] terrible about it”. 


May 23, 2020 


After the episode aired on both Netflix and Fuji TV, she received several hurtful comments and death threats as 
replies to her social media posts, as well as in her direct/private messages. At about 3am on 23 May 2020, she made 
her final tweets (see addendum) which alarmed her fans. Her close friends tried contacting her but to no avail. Finally, 
news of her death was announced at about 1pm. She was 22. 


Aftermath 


Immediately after, condolences started pouring in, and even more so from public figures after her suicide note was 
found and it was clear that cyberbullying was the cause. 


According to NYTimes, they interviewed several cast members who revealed that many of the situations seen in the 
show were heavily influenced by the producers. “They put a lot of pressure on me to do things on the show — | was 
cast to fit a certain role,” said one former Terrace House resident. Hana’s mother has also been on the forefront in 
campaigning for a reconsideration of the rules and laws around social media and cyberbullying as well as demanding 
a proper investigation from FujiTV. 


Concluding Remarks 


Perhaps this could all have been avoided if the Terrace House producers didn’t portray Hana in such a negative light. 
Or maybe, we should all just Remember The Human and not say horrible things about other people online. And 
lastly, Akane was fortunate to have a saviour, but not everyone is so lucky in real life. /f you are having thoughts of 
suicide, call your local suicide prevention hotline. --oldpier 


Addendum: 


Exhibit A: Kimura Hana final posts on social media 


ATE (® HanaKimura 
@hanadayo0903 


A 100i < KBGRR. 
BWC O SBE CED 9 feD 5. 
Ht. ABSB. HAS. SECT 
2 CHANBAMIC Bo TK LI. 
BREAEACCNTHONES. 
BENKDotKAECUK. 
PICKATCNKEHABBOMNES. 
KYETCT. 

BHM CCHAES. 














Kimura Hana on Twitter: 

“Every day, | receive nearly 100 honest opinions and | 
cannot deny that | get hurt. [...] 

Thank you for giving birth to me, Mom. | wanted to be 
loved in life. [...] 

I’m sorry for being so weak.” 


23 May 2020 3.16am 
TL note: This tweet was deleted. 


@ ene [= 





Kimura Hana on Instagram: 
“| love you all, | hope all of you live long and fulfilling 
lives. I’m sorry.” 


23 May 2020 


https://www.instagram.com/p/CAf_XFcJ8jQ/ 


Exhibit B: Actual death threats in replies to Hana’s tweets 


& @hanadayo0903= 


ARATE (® Hanakimura. 2020/03/27 
ED DKBHEHEEEESEO 


iR{s%c: @hanadayo09034 A, oe Re TOP VKBEHHESS 
BROS KWAK BHI HEA, SHOCWCE—BITA yas Ta Ose 

iS aay jedi KEDTHD COW ERO RASH AEP YF @ 2020/04/02 
BAIRD IER. FED AR? SMDBORE DAA @ > sitzteaxc cg tN—A easy 


KUCH HATCHED 


0:19 - 2020/05/22 - Twitter for iPhone 


19:13 - 2020/04/02 - Twitter for iPhone 


Pretty much the same kind of tweets you saw in this chapter so | won't 


translate them. 


Sources and References: 
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1. Hana Kimura on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hana_Kimura_https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/A#t7E#cite_ref-38 





Synopsis of Terrace House Tokyo ep38 https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2020/04/03/tv/terrace-house-tokyo-ep-38-case-of-the-costume-incident/ 





HanaKimura on Twitter: https://twitter.com/hanadayo0903 


Papen 


Terrace House: Tokyo 2019-2020 on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrace_ House: Tokyo _2019%E2%80%932020#Death_of Hana Kimura 
NYTimes: The Fall of ‘Terrace House’ https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/17/arts/television/terrace-house-suicide.html 


Vox.com: The tragic lie behind the beautiful dream of Terrace House 


https://www.vox.com/2020/6/5/21273888/terrace-house-death-hana-kimura-what-happened-netflix 





7. — https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2020/07/7643022c815e-mom-of-terrace-house-star-files-rights-complaint-over-death.html 





8. Core rules of netiquette: https://coursedesign.colostate.edu/obj/corerulesnet.html 














MEMCHO 
TOLD ME. 


THE CONVENIENCE SHE'S BEEN 
STORE, AND... i LOOKING 


EVERYWHERE 





| i a 
| \\l Moe 
NN Ml 


\ 


CLIMBING 
UP THERE 1S 
DANGEROUS! [a 









WELL, 
THAT'S NO 
SURPRISE 

AFTER WHAT 

SHE DID. 


FOR ME, 
IT REALLY 
DEPENDS ON 
MY MENTAL 
STATE ON 
THAT DAY. 


THE IDEA OF 
JUST DYING 
AND GETTING 
IT OVER WITH 
HAS CROSSED 
MY MIND. 


A VULNERABLE 
TEENAGE GIRL BEING 
THRUST INTO THE 
CENTER OF ALL THIS 
ABUSE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 


YOU COULDN'T 
EVEN BEGIN TO 
IMAGINE WHAT 
THAT DOES TO 
HER MENTAL 
STATE. 


IT DIFFERS 
FROM PERSON 
TO PERSON. THOSE 
WHO CAN'T GET 
USED TO IT WILL 
NEVER GET 
USED To IT. 




















KUROKAWA 
AKANE'S REALLY 
TRENDING, 
wow~ 




















ISN'T THAT 
SOMETHING 
YOU GET USED 
TO ONCE YOU BE- 
COME A PUBLIC 

FIGURE? 





NOW 
CONSIDER... 


IT'S 
ENOUGH 
TO TRICK YOU 
INTO THINKING 
YOUR LIFE 1S 








REALITY 
BUT DATING SHOWS 


THERE HAVE ARE POPULAR 
BEEN CLOSE TO WORLDWIDE, 


$0 REPORTED 

SUICIDES AS 
A RESULT 
OF THEM. 
















IF THERE 























IT'S SAFE TO ARE SO 
ASSUME THAT PEOPLE IT'S GOTTEN 
THERE ARE TEN WHO HAVE SO BAD THAT 


TIMES AS MANY ACTUALLY 


COUNSELLING FOR 
PEOPLE COMMITTED 


THE ACTORS IS MAN- 
















STILL. SUICIDE, DATORY IN SOME 
EEE WHO COUNTRIES 
SURVIVED : 
THAT SAME 
LEVEL OF 






PAIN. 















YOUR LIFE 
IS LAID BARE 
FOR ALL TO SEE 
IN THESE REALITY 


THE CRITICISMS 
ARE DIRECTED NOT 
TOWARDS THE SHOW 
BUT To YOU 
YOURSELF 














AND THAT'S 
A TOUGH PILL 
TO SWAL- 


: ee 9 


IT WOULD 
BE BEST TO 
HIDE YOUR- 
BECAUSE SELF BEHIND 
THE MORE YOU A CHARACTER 
REVEAL YOUR AS MUCH AS 
REAL SELF, THE YOU CAN 
MORE YOU 
CAN GET 
HURT. 


lS 
LIKE AQUA 
SAID... 


LYING IS THE 
BIGGEST TOOL 
FOR SOMEONE 

TO PROTECT 
THEMSELVES, 


SOCIAL MEDIA 

kia | SERVES AS A 

IT CAN FEEL |, THANKS TO ; VISUALIZATION 

} UKE Youre |’ THAT COM OF ALL THE 
J FACING A LYNCH BINATION OF 4 HATRED DIRECT- 
MOB EVERY FREEDOM OF ED TOWARDS 

SINGLE DAY. j EXPRESSION CELEBRITIES. 

AND SELF 
RIGHTEOLIS- 
NESS, 


EVERYONE 
THINKS THEY'RE 
AN EXCEPTION 


BUT THEIR 
THouGHTLEss «= fil 4 
WORDS CAN END {NY \ j WHILE 
UP KILLING \ THEY'RE 
/ A == HOUNDING 


you'LL WE ALL HAVE 
ALWAYS BE OUR FLAWS, NO EVERYONE NO POINT IN 
ABLE TO FIND MATTER HOW HAS THEIR WORRYING 
SMALL. OWN IDIOSYN- FOR HIM. 
CRASIES. 


I 
WONDER IF \// 
ONII-CHAN'S PAWS 


ALRIGHT. 














I NEVER 
THOUGHT IT 
WOULD TURN 

OUT LIKE 


WHY 
DIDN'T YOU SAY 
SOMETHING? 


DAUGHTER 
TOLD ME NOT 
TO WATCH 
THE SHOW 





PREPARED FOR 
ANYTHING WHEN 

































BUT 
YOU DID 
WELL, AQUA. 
I'M PROUD 
OF YOU. 











YOU DON'T 
SHOW IT, 


BUT YOU 
REALLY ARE 
fy ALWAYS LOOK- 





A _ PEOPLE 
J DIE EASILY. 










































































































































































































FOR YOUR TAXI 
FARE LATER. 
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RT 
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Z 
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You WORKING 
NEED TO USE UNDER YOUR ISSUE OF HOW THE 
RI 


YOUR JUDGE- L NAME, AFTER PRODUCTION STAFF 
MENT CAREFULLY KUROKAWA ALL THAT'S TAKES RESPON- 
BEFORE DECIDING AKANE. WAPPENED, SIBILITY FOR THEIR 
WHETHER TO Doust UNDERAGED cast 
PULL OUT. THey'LL etop «= MEMBERS. 














I OWE 
ALL OF YOU 
GUYS SO 


MUC| 
BUT IT’S 4 


TURNED OUT 
LIKE THIS... 











I'VE BEEN 
WORKING 
HARD TO BE- 
COME A MORE 
WELL-KNOWN 
ACTRESS, FOR 
THE SAKE OF 
MY ACTING 
CAREER... 


I'M SO 
SCARED... 


BUT I'M 
STAYING. 





| DON'T 
WANT TO 
GIVE UP LIKE 
THIS. 














AND YOUR 
YY COWORKERS 


WELL, WE 
EVERYONE ARE ALL OF 
WILL WORK 
TOGETHER 
AND SEE THE 
PROGRAM TO ITS 
CONCLUSION, NO 
MATTER WHAT 
PEOPLE SAY, 








RESOLVING 
ie oro: IT LIKE THIS 
DUCTION STAFF rr garg 4 ae 
FANNING THE FR \ JASTE IN 
INTERNET FLAMES 
RUNNING [TS 
MOUTH 





OFF... 


REALLY IN 
PISSES >> 
ME OFF, Ne 





THE POLICE 
STATION HAS 
SOMETHING 
AFFILIATED 
WITH IT KNOWN 
AS A PRESS 
CLUB. 



































REPORTERS 
FROM VARIOUS 
AGENCIES ARE 

STATIONED, 
READY TO PROC- 
ESS ANY NEW 
INFORMATION. 


















































ITSA 
SINGLE 
ROOM OF 
THE STATION 




















THEY ARE 
CONSTANTLY 
ON THE LOOK- 
OUT FOR A 
NEW SCOOP. 











Trending: 

Attempted suicide by 
underaged actress caught 
in online furor (Meguro-ku) 


w10100 9 OO 


ate yaresna eee 
gang ote see 
anid mye pn gma ee 


I DON'T tr 
HOPE 
THis WILL ee 
TURN OUT HAT YOU'RE 
WELL, BLIT 
EITHER 


REALITY 
SHOW 
BEGINS 





YOU'VE 
DONE IT 
AGAIN, 





4 is 


| ENTERTAINMENT - YESTERDAY 








Trending in Japan 
Attempted Suicide 
17,960 tweets 


xm Aqua @ 
SEEMED TO 
BE PLANNING 
SOMETHING 
WHEN HE SAID 
THAT “THE TRUE 
REALITY SHOW 
BEGINS NOW". 
MEANWHILE... 


AKANE‘S 
SUICIDE 
ATTEMPT; 
MADE THE 
NEWS. 





Entertainment: Trending 
#LoveNow 
11,230 tweets 





Trending in Japan 
Kurokawa Akane 
9.250 twee 





Clnota 


VARIOUS 
OPINIONS 
ABOUT THE: 
ISSUE) START- 
ED) POPPING 


© 154 


Toda Akira 





easily. 


re 
skal 





To summari 


YOU'VE 
BROUGHT MORE 
ATTENTION TO THE 
ISSUE BUT HAVEN'T 
ACTUALLY MADE IT 
THIS ISN'T ANY BETTER. 
HOW YOU DEAL 


WITH FLAMING. 


AND)A 
NEW/KIND. 
OF/FIRE: 
STARTED. 
TOISPREAD. 
RAPIDLY. 


I've read the news 
Akane. People jum 


The Day The Internet Killed a Person 


about actress Kurokawa 
Pp to conclusions very 


Ise, in recent years, so 


NATURALLY, 
THERE | WERE 
ALSO) THOSE 

WHO. WERE: 

DISGUSTED, 


kos 


They call it an attempted suicide. But 
I'm sure she wasn't suicidal in the first 
place lol. She just wanted to garner pity. 
It's the classic playing-the-victim ploy. 


She was and always will be a nuisance. 
Yeah, yeah, pity, pity 


Those who attempt suicide should just 
die. 


I've always known that Akane is just a 
hysterical nutjob. 


“It hurts so much | want to die”? 
Whatever. I’m hurting just as much and 
you don't see me bitching about it. 














AND THERE 
IS NO ESTIMATE 
ON WHEN SHE'S 
RETURNING TO 





THEN 
AKANE 
WILL LOSE 
WITHOUT A 











OF POKER. 











ISN'T A GAME 


IN FACT, EVEN 
NOW, KUROKAWA 
AKANE IS TAKING 
A HIATUS FROM 

THE SHOW... 














ALWAYS 
JUST DO 
ARE YOU WHAT YOU 


AMOLINT OF GOING TO TAKE 
ATTENTION YOU 
bl lace RESPONSIBILITY 
ha FOR MAKING 
W 
BET IN A GAME THIS BLO 
OF POKER. 


TI DIDN'T 
BELIEVE THE 
ODDS WERE 
AGAINST ME 





You 
CAN'T WIN IF 



















AS LONG shoot - 
AS I HAVE 

EVEN ONE ACE 

IN MY HAND, I 
WILL PLAY 






TO WIN. 








= 














YOU WANT 
PICTURES 
OR VIDEOS 
OF EVERY- 
ONE...? 


THAT 
MEANS SOME- 
ONE INTENTIONALLY 
PORTRAYED AKANE 
AS A VILLAIN TO 
MAKE IT INTER- 
ESTING. 




















"LOVENOW" 
cfacolagtsre IS EDITED 
Thy BY A TEAM 
yew preview OF PROFES- 
next Episode SIONALS, 
RIGHT? 
yo eh 











I KNOW HOW 

TO DO VIDEO 
| EDITING, I JUST 
NEED THE RAW 


IN OTHER 


WORDS, YOU WANT 
TO MAKE “LOVE 
NOW: FROM OUR 

PERSPECTIVE”, 
AQU-TAN? 


THAT'S WHAT 
THEY CALL 
“STAGING”. 


SAINT CAN BE 
PORTRAYED AS 
A DEMON WITH 
SOME FINE ED- 
ITING WORK. 











USING 
MARKETING TERMS, 
I'D SAY “A HIGH LIKE- 
LIHOOD OF LEAVING 
A DEEP IMPRESSION 
DUE TO THE LARGE 
NUMBER OF ACTIVE 
VIEWERS.” 


THE SILENT 
MAJORITY DON’T 
KNOW WHETHER TO 
CRITICIZE AKANE OR 
JUMP TO HER 
DEFENSE. 


THAT IS TO SAY, 
THERE'S A LARGE 
DEMAND FOR 
ANSWERS. 


WITH 
THIS MUCH 
YOU MIGHT ATTENTION: 
EVEN BE ABLE 
TO COMPLETE- 
LY CHANGE 
THE PUBLIC 
OPINION. 








IF I 
WANTED 
TO DESCRIBE 
THIS SITUA- 









ATA 
FAILED Put THATS GLANCE, THE 
WHAT WE CALL == ONES ATTACKING 
raccrd c THE SURFACE AKANE STAND 
AT TEMET LEVEL. OUT PROMI- 
IS A VERY NENTLY. 
SENSITIVE ue 
TOPIC... 
THE ACTUAL 
NUMBER OF 
HATERS IS JUST A 
TINY PERCENTAGE 
OF THE TOTAL 
VIEWERS. 


WE 
ESSENTIALLY 
HAVE AN UNTAPPED 
MARKET FOR AN 
AGREEABLE OPINION. 
IF WE CAN PROVIDE 


ONE, THEY'LL ALL 
ACCEPT IT AS 











WE COULD 
UPLOAD THE 

VIDEO AQU-TAN'S 
; GONNA MAKE 

; | \ diveoy — 70 THE OFFICIAL 
se IT TO CREATE A SOCIAL MEDIA 


SECURED THE 
HUGE BUZZ. AWW. a} CLUNNELS of — ACCOUNTS. 
N \ j DISTRIBU- 


fais: 34) 


AQU- 
TAN, DO YOU 
— \\, KNOW WHAT IS 


\ THE BEST TIME 

you AND DAY OF THE 

\\ KNOW THe WEEK TO GAR- 
oN perrect tweet NER THE MOST 


LENGTH To Leave RETWEETS? 


NY He Biccest Pos- 
\ \ SIBLE IMPRES- 


\ 


I'VE COME 
MN} | \ THIS FAR BY 
WA \ AEN Vi Va 
O(a. Ea a \\\\ Vom Ni) AND PROMOT- 
PROFESSIONAL WAY Nh ING MYSELF 
AT MAKING x t}))\ ONLINE. 
THINGS GO 4/8 yy 





THEN T'LL 
PROVIDE THE 
Music. 


ER, YOU'RE 

TALKING TO A 

I WRITE PROFESSIONAL 
THE LYRICS 


WHO'S SIGNED 
AND Music WITH A RECORD 


FOR MY OWN LABEL. My MUSIC 
BAND AND 


IS WHAT PAYS 
EVEN OTHERS My BILLS... 
SOMETIMES 

TOO... 


ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
CAN DO 
IT? 














INCLUDE 
THAT 
SCENE? 


THEN AGAIN, 
WE SHOULD 
DEFINITELY... 


















you 
KNOW, 
THE SCENE 
WHERE AKANE 
SLAPPED 


AND IT EM- ME. 


BRACED HER 
TENDERLY IN 
RESPONSE® 


DO YOU REALLY BUT THE 
THINK A PROFESSIONAL / ia CAMERAS 
MODEL LIKE ME WON'T WEREN'T 
KNOW WHERE ALL THE ! || (ee ‘ , ROLLING 

FIXED CAMERAS ARE \ 


PLACED? 


i POSITIONED 





MYSELF IN A 
3 GOOD SPOT FOR 
YOu ” THE FIXED CAMERA 
RUINED AT THAT TIME, 
MORE THAN \\ JUST IN CASE, 
SUST THAT — YOU KNOW? 
MOMENT , re 
RIGHT r ee : 
NOW... ; | i 












































HE G yes 
a : 





THE STAFF 
DEFINITELY HAS 
A RECORDING 
OF THAT SCENE 
SOMEWHERE. 


YET THEY 
CHOSE TO 
HIDE IT. 





RELEASING IT TO I CAN'T GIVE 
THE PUBLIC WOULD YOU THE RAW 
BE TANTAMOUNT TO i 

A PUBLIC CONFESSION 

THAT THE PRODUCTION 

STAFF HAD SET AKANE WE'RE NOT 

UP AS A VILLAIN, ALLOWED TO 
WOULDN'T IT? HAND THAT 
STUFF OVER. 





IT'S 
POSSIBLE THAT 
THE BASHING DIRECT- 
ED AT AKANE MIGHT 
TURN TOWARDS THE 
SHOW ITSELF. 


EVERYONE 
WATCHES IT FOR 
THE ‘REALISTIC’ 

CONFLICTS IN 

THE SHOW. 


WHAT 
WE DO IS TO 
AND TAKE AKANE’s 


PRESENT CHOICES... 
THEM TO THE 
VIEWERS IN AN 
EASILY UNDER- 

STANDABLE 
MANNER, 
THAT'S 
ALL. 


WE'RE 
PROVID- 
ING ENTER- 
TAINMENT 
THROUGH 
“REALITY 











IF 
WE DID 
THAT IN THE 

MIDDLE OF ALL 
THE ATTENTION 
THE SHOW IS 

GETTING 

NOW... 


AT 
LEAST 
YOU'RE 
QUICK ON 
THE UP- 
TAKE. 


WE NEVER 
FORCED AKANE 
TO DO ANY- 
THING. 





THEN EVEN 
WE CAN'T 
PUT IT IN THE 
FINAL CLIT. 


AND WE'RE pees AKANE IS 
ALSO JUST A PROFES- 
DOING OUR 

JOBS. 


OF 
COURSE WE 
AFTER KNOW. 
ALL WE 
HAVE BEEN 
FILMING HER 
ALL THIS 
TIME. 








IF IT 
BOTHERS 
HER SO MUCH, 
SHE COULD 
ALWAYS HAVE 
VETOED IT. 


AKANE HAS A zc 
STRONG SENSE OF | 
RESPONSIBILITY, fF 
YOU KNOW. 


HOW OLD 
ARE YOU, 
DIRECTOR? 





AKANES 
JUST 16... 


*CHAPTER 
23 MENTIONS 


A 16-YEAR- \ wit \ /// IT DOESNT 
oD ig Just = YO AEN VAC (CA t 

A BRAT WHO ) QU SHE'S A PRO- 
MAKES LOTS Sony) FESSIONAL 
OF BAD LIFE i 7 i 2 
DECISIONS. 


nf 


IF THEY 
DON'T PRO- 
TECT THE 
KIDS? 














OU'RE 
UTELY 
IT. 


You! 
ABSOL 
RIGH 











YOU SHOULD 
INCREASE THE 
WIDTH HERE $O 
THE EDIT FEELS 
AMATEURISH! 


=ssSsaeses>" 


if 





























I WONDER 
HOU MANY 
RETWEETS 
WE'LL GET. 


WE'RE GONNA 
PUBLISH IT. 


“is 


are) 


WA 
N 











THOUGH, I 
THINK THAT 
IF WE GET 
ITLL BE ABLE AROUND 100 
TO CREATE A RETWEETS IN 
DECENT BUZZ = THE FIRST 
IN THE END. MINUTE, 


EVEN 
THOUGH YOU 
HARDLY DID A 
THING OLIT OF 

ALL OF US 


| LEADERSHIP 
ON YOUR 





THE POPU- 


EVEN THAT'S 


LARITY OF A POST GOING TO BE 


ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
CAN BE INVERSELY 
PROPORTIONAL TO 
HOW MUCH EFFORT 
YOU PUT INTO IT 
SOMETIMES... 


DIFFICULT... 
HOPE IT 
GETS AT 








IT 
ALSO BE- 
CAME THE 
CATALYST 
THAT SET 

“LOVENOW’S 

POPULARITY 
IN STONE. 





TOGETH- 
ER WITH 
REFORMING 
KUROKAWA 
AKANE’S 
IMAGE, 
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eae 7 
TAATER 


AQUA AND THE 
CAST SUCCEEDED 
JIN REFORMING 
AKANE’S REPUTA- 


ia 


ERE 
Pens 


¥ 
v 
‘ 


geeese- 


— 


Ee Se 





ae & 7 mheme 


2 
You guys are hilarious 


3:Anonymous 
What's this? lol. Is attacking TV 


shows trending now? lolol. You all 
changed your tune real quick lolol 


BECAUSE 
THE ISSUE 
WASN’T COM- 
PLETELY RE- 
SOLVED. 


Loonng 


episode. 
1) 





Neeko 
The LoveNow cast members 
get along well. 


QQ ¥) 


reetn0 

! think even Yuki wants all thi 
t 

Akane-hate to Stop already, he 


DUE TO 
THE VIDEO, 
THE UPROAR 
COOLED OFF 
TO_AN EX- 
TENT. 











THEY'LL 
KEEP BRING- 
| ING THIS UP 
AGAIN FOR 


SOME 
PEOPLE WILL 
NEVER LET 
THIS GO OF 











DECADE. 








THE NEXT [ 























COURSE... 








YEAH, 
T'M GOING 
TO COME BACK 


HURRAY! 


IF I HAD 
SAID THAT ON 
TWITTER, THE 
MOB WOULD 
BE AFTER ME 

NEXT. 


BUT YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
TO FORCE 
YOURSELF, 


T FEEL LIKE T 
ALWAYS NEED 
TO BE SUPER 
CAREFUL ABOUT 
WHAT I SAY 
NOWADAYS... 








THE REAL YOU 
OUT THERE JUST 
MAKES ANY HATE 

YOU GET HIT 
HARDER. 


SHOW YOUR 
REAL SELF, 
YOU'LL ONLY 
GET HURT. 



































BIT MORE, 





I WONDER 
HOW MANY 

I WISH LAYERS OF 
YOU'D OPEN ACTING AQU- 
UP TOUS A TAN IS HIDING 





WELL FROM 


NOW ON, DON'T 
YOU THINK IT'D BE 
BEST IF YOU MADE 
A CHARACTER FOR 

YOURSELF, TOO, 

AKANE? 


AS YOU START 
PLAYING A ROLE, IT 
BECOMES YOUR 








THIS 
ISN'T 
JUST FOR 
A USEFUL REALITY 
CONCEPT FOR SHOWS 
REAL LIFE EITHER. 
TOO. 








MORE LIKE 


a, RIGHT! AKANE 

ONLY THING IS ACTUALLY 
I'M GOOD I it QUITE THE 
ACTRESS. 




































SHE HAS 





























THAT'S TOO 
ABSTRACT. 
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Kel 


il a i | - | 
= 










TLL 
~ TRY BEING 
if THE KIND OF 
=e i GIRL AQUA 
“6 ~ LIKES! 
Pees 5 


S 


Y =A) Ni Y) | 


COULD POSSIBLY 
IMITATE Al. 





































































































» 
AQUAILIL, PX ee oA 
ISICEST»TO gaa fam op il 
NOREXTHA Tee nl ) 
AND, CAME TOMB VIDEOKLOR tail, TIE | LiGOTTA 
LOOK/EOR ME Renae ‘Ne j\ (GIVEN 
WIN |THE MIDOLE, PONG YS Al eet 
ORLISTORM Aa Ze a Td 
Vg ii. 











B-KOMA- 
CHI'S Al... 


I'D BETTER 
DO SOME 
RESEARCH. 





wreess 


A9OS5S tn 


TERNET ARCHIVE 


OubackUoehine 


Mts sensu 























2003 2004 2005 2006-2007 








99S INTE SONA IAAT 


FEB 


67 
23 4 6 16 


20 21 22 23 








27 28 29 20 














IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
HER DESIRE 
FOR SOCIAL 
APPROVAL 
WAS BEING 
FULFILLED. 








IT SEEMS 
LIKE SHE 
DOESN'T HAVE 
A LOT OF 
FRIENDS, 


DID SHE 
GROW UP INA 
GOOD FAMILY 
NO, THIS ENVIRON- 
TYPE OF PERSO- MENT? 


NALITY INDICATES 
OTHERWISE. 
















































































THOSE 
EYES REALLY 
ARE WHAT 
SETS HER 
APART. 














DO THEY 
COME FROM 
HER CONFI- 











BUT WHAT 
ABOUT HER 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GUYS? 


SLIGHTLY 
CARELESS 


FASHION 
SENSE, 


IS CAREFUL 
WITH MONEY, 





CARELESSNESS 
AND GETTING 
OVER-ATTACHED, 


SECRETIVE 
NATURE AND A 
DESIRE TO BE 

EXPOSED, 


TIONIST TEM- 
PERAMENT. TO 





~ CONTRAST HER 


A FIXATION 
ON HOW LOVE 
RUNS ITS 
COURSE, 


.HAS GOOD. ° 
EYESIGHT, 


YEAH, SHE'S 
SOMEWHAT 
RECOVERED. 


LANGUAGE 
IE I HAD 
SAID THAT ON ere 


TWITTER, 
BE MED N 


FOR SURE. RIVAL. 


KUROKAWA 
AKANE HAD 
IT ROUGH. 


THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
I MEANT! 





STRAWBERRY &? | 
propucrions | 


XY, 


MMS 


\\ \ 


VAN 


h\\ 
DNANANIINEN 


ai 




















you 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT I'D KINDA 
WANT HER TO 
DROP DOWN TO 
MY LEVEL, 
RIGHT? 


YOU AREN'T 
REALLY INTO 
THEATER. 


I MEAN, 

AS SOME- 
ONE OF THE 
SAME AGE AND 
IN THE SAME 
CAREER... 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
SCHADEN- 
FREUDE! 


wh 


|APPINESS AT THE MISFORTUNE OF OTHERS!" 


YOU SEE 
AKANE AS 
A BETTER 
ACTRESS? 








THE LALALIE 
THEATRICAL 
COMPANY... 


IS KNOWN 
AS A GEN- 
lS ACTRESS 
AMONG THEATER 
AFICIONADOS. 





. I'D LIKE TO 
\ WORK HARD TO 


MAKE IT LIP TO MONE, I’M VERY 
YOU, SO PLEASE SORRY FOR THE 
GIVE ME THE TROUBLE I'VE 


CHANCE! 


























NEXTIISSUE, THE SERIES IS ON'A'BREAKA 


08H NO KO WILL RESUME IN,YOUNGYUMP.#4/5/(12/24) 1! 
iy} an 7 rey 








KUROKAWA 
AKANE IS THEIR 
YOUNG RISING 
STAR. 





AND 
THE NATURAL 
INSTINCT TO PER- 
FORM THE ROLE 
H\ WITH ABSOLUTE 
W\ PERFECTION. 











(@ THE REALITY DATING SHOW, 
HEADS TOWARDS THE CLIMAX.../?. 


EL OF)- 















DEEP 
EXAMINATION 
AND INSIGHT 
INTO THE ROLE 
SHE'S BEEN 
GIVEN... 


























THE LALALIE 
THEATRICAL 
COMPANY, SAID TO 
ONLY HAVE FIRST- 
RATE ACTORS... 














THOROUGH 
IN GETTING INTO 
CHARACTER... 





IT SEEMS 
THAT HER 
PERSONALITY 
WASN'T REALLY 
A FIT FOR REAL- 
ITY TV, BUT... 


ACTRESS 
SHE CAN ONLY 
BE CALLED A 

“GENIUS”. 
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THANKS 
YOU REALLY eae 
TOOK YOUR : 


! 
SWEET TIME Ce: 
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AH~ 
YOU MEAN 
CUS I WAS LIKE 
GETTING SUPER 
FLAMED! 





Mm YOU Seems 
TO HAVE 
CHANGED. | 
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A STRANGE 
CHARM THAT 
DREW PEOPLE'S 
GAZES. 


AS IF SHE 
\) POSSESSED 


THANK 
YOU, AQUA. 











ALREADY 
STABLISHED 
BUT AKANE’S KINDA 
DON'T YOU WEIRD... 
THINK AQUA IS 























ONLY HER 
OR SOME- 
J THING! 





AQU-TAN 
REALLY LIKES 


THAT KIND OF 
BERN THING, HUH. 
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J : 
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W/W | I MEAN, 
ae LY ct ho 
GETTING jaime? EVEN GO ON THE 
ll fie OFFENSIVE LIKE 
NE \ THAT OFF 

CAMERA 

T00! 





TM DONE 
WATCHING IT. 


Y ARE YOU 
A HORSE 
ARE YOU OWNER? 
TRYING TO BREED 
A HORSE THAT 
CAN WIN THE 
KIKUKA-SHO? 


WHAT'S 
uP WITH 


DECIDING 
WHO MAKES 
A GOOD PAIR 
WITH WHOM... 


BYE BYE, 
SEE YOU 


IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, THE WHOLE 
CONCEPT OF WATCH- 
ING OTHER PEOPLE'S 
RELATIONSHIPS FROM 
A SAFE DISTANCE IS 
DISTASTEFUL. 


I DON'T 
EVEN WANT TO 
SEE AQUA'S 
FACE. 


HAA- I'M NOT 
WATCHING THIS 
ANYMORE. 




















NIT STILL FEELS 

LIKE I NEVER 
CAME TO UNDER- 
STAND ANYTHING 

ABOUT HER... 





WHAT IS MY 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH AI? 








vost 




















LATELY, 
DON'T YOU THINK 
THAT THE AQUAKA 
PAIRING HAS BEEN 

AWESOME? 


I’M REALLY 


GETTING INTO SHE HAS 
AQUA! THE STRENGTH 
TO OVERCOME 


I THOUGHT 
THAT YUKIYUK! 
WERE HOT AND 

ALL, BUT... 


AKANE SEEMS 
TO HAVE HAD A 
GLOW UP SINCE 
MAKING HER 
RETURN... 





T REALLY 


THE FINAL 
EPISODE IS 
COMING. 


JUST WHEN IT 
WAS GETTING 
\ INTERESTING! 





THEY ENDED 
WITH A KISS IN 
THE PREVIOUS 

SEASON. 



































About the Kikuka-Sho and breeding Thoroughbreds 


There are several types of horse races. One of them is Flat racing, where 
horses gallop directly between two points around a straight or oval track. 


There are also several flat horse races held in Japan, which are classified 
into Grade 1 (GI), Grade 2 (GIl), and Grade 3, of which, Gl is the most 
prestigious, offering the most prize money. Only the best horses compete in this category. 





The Japanese Triple Crown is one of the most coveted titles a horse can win. It is made up of 3 GI races for 3-year-old 


thoroughbreds, namely a. the Satsuki-sho (2A &) in April, b. the Tokyo YGshun (3252 428%) in May/June, and c. the 
Kikuka-sho (3946 kikka-sh6) in October. 


To be registered as a Thoroughbred, a foal must be the product of a “live cover,” meaning a witnessed natural mating of 
a stallion and a mare. Though artificial insemination and embryo transfer are possible and common in other horse 
breeds, it is banned with Thoroughbreds. 


As a horse owner, you want to breed thoroughbreds that can win you GI races. The best way to do so is to pay the owner 
of horses—that have a good track record of winning GI races—a good amount of money to let their horse mate with your 
horse. There are also several theories on how to pair up breeds of horses so as to get foals that can take on the desired 
attributes of both breeds. After your horse has won several GI races and retired, that’s when the money starts rolling in. 
This is when other horse owners approach you to get your award-winning horse to mate with their horses. 


This year, the Kikuka-shd, held on October 25th, was won by Contrail, 
maintaining its stellar record of never losing in its racing career. The 
undefeated colt prevailed by a neck at the wire for a history-making 
victory as it became the 8th horse to win the Triple Crown, having won 
both the Satsuki-sh6 and the Tokyo YUshun earlier in the year. Contrail 
was sired by Deep Impact, the 6th horse to win the Triple Crown in 2005. 








On a side note, the next and final GI race of the year is called the Contrail wins the 2020 Kikuka-sho by a neck. 
Arima Kinen (4 30%), on December 27th. 


This is a non-sponsored appendix written for the sole purpose of shilling for Uma Musume: Pretty Derby mobage, which was stuck in 
pre-registration hell for almost 3 years before finally receiving a confirmed release date - Feb 24 2021. Fucking finally. Piease don't detay again And don’t 
forget to catch Uma Musume anime Season 2 which starts | in Jan 2021. --oldpier 





Mejiro McQueen, winner of the Biwa Hiyahide, winner of the L: Manhattan Cafe (2001 winner) 
1990 Kikuka-Sho 1993 Kikuka-Sho R: Rice Shower (1992 winner) 


Sources and References 

1. Kikuka-sh6 on wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kikuka-sh%C5%8D 
Horse racing (Flat Racing) on wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_racing#Flat_racing 
List of Japanese flat horse races: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of — flat_horse_races#Grade_1 
Graded Stakes Races on JP wiki: https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/ji FO ii, 
Japanese Triple Crown on wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_Crown_of_Thoroughbred_Racing#Japan 
Contrail on netkeiba (jp racehorse db): https://db.netkeiba.com/horse/2017101835/ 
Thoroughbred breeding theories on wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoroughbred_breeding_theories 
Horse Breeding: https://www.britannica.com/sports/horse-racing/Breeding-theory-and-practice 
Kikuka Cup 2020: https://japanracing.jp/en/racing/schedule/graded/list/2020/1025kikuka.html 
Kikuka Cup 2020 post-race report: https://japanracing.jp/_news2020/201025.html 
Illustrations from Uma Musume twitter: https://Awww.twitter.com/uma_musu 

a.  https://twitter.com/uma_musu/status/10538584337 10010368 


b.  https://twitter.com/uma_musu/status/1185752511740669952 
c.  https://twitter.com/uma_musu/status/1320198420422770688 
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ARE YOU 
SAYING THAT 
WE SHOULD 


CALL THIS 
OFF THEN? 





YOU'VE 
GOT GUTS 
TO PROPOSE 
THESE PLACES 
CONSIDERING 
THAT WE'RE 
SKIPPING 
SCHOOL. 


THAT'S 
NOT QUITE 
WHAT TI HAD 


DISNEY- 
LAND? 


60, 
WHERE WE 
HEADIN’? 





Sor AND 


THOUGHT WE GOING HOME WE'LL 
TO CHANGE ATTRACT 

SOMEWHERE WOULDTAKE ATTENTION 

WHERE OUR IN THESE 


UNIFORMS 
THOUGH... 


SHOULD GO 


TOO LONG! 
UNIFORMS 
WOULDN'T 











OF THE WAY 
TO BUY GLOVES 
AND A BALL 
JUST FOR 
THIS... 


OF YOLING 
AND INNOCENT 
KIDS LIKE US 
AND YOU BREAK OUT 
JUST WANT TO OF THE PRIS- 
GOOF OFF AND ON CALLED 


H PLAY CATCHAT SCHOOL, 


"x4 
Ye 
neg eS 


THE PARK. 


I HAVEN'T 
EVEN PLAYED 
BASEBALL 
BEF... 


| 
z= 


— 


SS 





INSTEAD OF 
FONE 


EME Soren 
Who! 


YOU GUYS y WHAT 
ABOLIT SOME- | : KIND OF OL- 
ARE CLOSE, BODY FROM j DER B ER 
~ WOULD MAKE 

THEIR LITTLE 

SISTER SKIP 


WELL, WE'RE 
NOT ON BAD 
LIKE WE'RE oe TERMS, BLT... 


THAT CLOSE 
EITHER. 
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THERE AREN" 
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or > WITHOUT ANY OWN SELF- 
INTERESTS. 
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THOUGH IT 
SEEMS KURO- 
KAWA AKANE'S 
BEEN GAINING 
SOME GROUND 


NO ONE 
REALLY, I'M 
JUST DOING 


sees 
< 
secececes 
soges 
ieaceastonetat see 
RES 


YUKI'S 





ORI 
x Ko 
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BUT 
WHEN I'M 
WITH you, I 
DON'T HAVE 
TO CARE 
AT ALL. 





BEING IN 
THAT KIND OF 
POSITION... 


FILMING 
FOR LOVENOW 
WILL SOON BE 
WRAPPED LIP, 

RIGHT? 


REAL TALK 
THOUGH, JUST 
WHO ARE YOU 

AIMING FOR? 


rere 
KS 


DON'T 
ASK THESE 
DIFFICULT 


T'VE BEEN 
THINKING 
HARD ABOUT 
IT LATELY. 


3. ANZ ENVI- 
(RONMENT. 










THE BORDER 
BETWEEN... 













“Me” AND 
“HOSHINO AQUA” 
IS RAPIDLY DIS- 
APPEARING. 


ARE YOU 





I WOULD 
CERTAINLY 














MAYBE 
I SHOULD TRY 
BECOMING ONE OF 


CEREMONIAL 
PITCHES? 


JUST AST 
THOUGHT. 











FILMING'S 
JUST ABOUT 
OVER,RIGHT? 





FF 












1 WAS: 
JUST SEEING 


MYSELF, AND IT 
HELPED ME GET 








AS IF I WAS 
SEEING HER IN 
THE FLESH. 


YA 


il \ TICS OF HERS RESEARCH AND 








T'VE READ 
A BUNCH 
ASSUME OTHER THEN I DID a cee 
A BUNCH OF 
AND STUFF 
RE. 


\ FROM THERE. CAME UP WITH Per? 


MY OWN INTER- 
PRETATIONS. 





THAT 
Al ACTUALLY 
HAD A BABY 
IN SECRET... 











FIGURING 
OUT HER WAY OF 
THINKING AS WELL 
AS HER PERSON- 














JUST ABOUT 

EVERYTHING 

ABOUT HER, 
| THINK? 


PROFILE, IT'S 
EASIER 10 STAY 
CONSISTENT WITH 
HER VARIOUS 
EMOTIONS. 


UNDERSTAND 
Al'S THOUGHT 
PATTERNS 
THEN? 


FROM HER 
LIFESTYLE TO 
WHAT KIND OF 





ABOUT THE 
FEELINGS 
AND MOTIV- 
ATIONS 


ALLOWED ' KUROKAWA 
HER TO UNDER- | AKANE’S 
STAND Al WAY TALENTS... 
DEEPER THAN L, 
SHE COULD WHO HAD LIVED 
MIMIC AIS. WITH HER FOR 
BEHAVIOUR YEARS. 
PERFECTLY. 





WHAT 
WE HAVE 
IS NOTHING 


AN 


D 
PENSABLE 
TOOL. 


IN 
1) 





a 


4.4 
» 


ta tg 
ie 5. 











About Ceremonial First Pitches 


The ceremonial first pitch is a longstanding ritual of baseball in which a 
guest-of-honor throws a ball to mark the end of pregame festivities and the 
start of the game. The ceremonial thrower is often a notable person ranging 
from dignitaries to sportspersons and celebrities. 





In the United States, the practice of having ceremonial first pitches dates 
back to at least 1890, when throwers were often a mayor, governor, OF Other ceorge w Bush throwing the fist 
locally notable individual, while the tradition of presidential first pitches pitch for the World Series in 2001 
began in 1910. 


In Japan, the first recorded instance was in 1908, when former Prime Minister Okuma 
Shigenobu threw the first pitch at an All-Stars game. It was said that it was at this time when 
the other tradition of swinging at a ceremonial first pitch was born. Okuma’s pitch had 
bounced before reaching home plate, so the batter swung so that a strike could be called. 


Nowadays, while many of these first pitches are given to former baseball players as well as 
sportspersons of other sports, it is also not uncommon to see celebrities and idols gracing the 
mound to throw the first pitch as self-promotion for themselves or a work they are in. 
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World Order (2015) Kayano Ai promoting Hashimoto Kanna 
Ano Hana / Koko Sake (2015) just doing idol things (2014) 








Being invited to throw the first pitch in front of a crowd of tens of thousands HE 
of people is a good way of gaining fans and followers, and is also a good ZU 
way for the baseball team themselves to draw fans of these celebrities to f 


the stadium to see their favourite idols throw ball. 


Sources and References: 
1. Ceremonial First Pitch on wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceremonial_first_pitch 
JP wiki: per aitiaanore  aamonen 
First pitches in Japan: https: -ta i 
CNN Travel ffi roel ca niet ice fee est hare Picton anceinoeinl teed alichas acted 
World Order Ceremonial First Pitch 2015/03/31: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mbqm2VOXGkE 
Kayano Ai & Minase Inori promoting KokoSake 2015/09/13: httos://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zatyclEGGk 
Hashimoto Kanna first pitch 2014/07/01: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KA5z22BpPNo 
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I'M GOING 
TO FIGHT TO 
STAND OUT 
THE MOST. 


DON'T HOLD 
IT AGAINST 
ME. 


SS 
I THINK— 
I JUST 
TRIGGERED 
~= SOME- 
THING... 


|' 


HAVE THIS SPECIAL < SHE'S CUTE 
OPPORTUNITY, I'LL DO AND REALLY 
HER NAILS WITH MY EARNEST. 

SECRET WEAPON. 





END 








IT Was 
AN UNFORTU- 
NATE ACCIDENT 
THAT NO ONE 
COULD HAVE 
PREDICTED. 


AREN'T 
WE ALL 
FRIENDS? 


| 
YOU SHOULD 


HAVE DONE THIS 
KIND OF THING IN 
FRONT OF\THE 


CAMERA..! 





























AMR + RAK 


AK: BRL 


MRR IS y7ARBAHOGOICBVET. 
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